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Live Life Give Life - QUOD - BTS Partnership
Innovation Competition 


Live Life Give Life (LLGL) is excited to be offering pump-priming funding to Early Career research scientists, clinicians, nurses, and allied health professionals. There are two awards of £3.5k - one of which is specifically to make use of QUOD biobank samples. This funding is for UK based studies and is designed to help research projects generate preliminary data or to support an ongoing research program and is aimed at early career researchers*. 

The two LLGL pump-priming awards are detailed below:

1. QUOD Impact Award. The QUOD award will allow the researcher to access samples in the QUOD bioresource to use in their studies. The award will cover up to £3.5k of samples, with a minimum of £2k to be used on samples and the remaining funds can be used for analysis. 

2. Open Discovery Award. The second award is also for £3.5k and is to support early-stage transplant research.  There are no restrictions on applications for this award and it includes quantitative and qualitative studies and we encourage applications from allied health professionals (AHPs) in transplantation.   

Researchers must be BTS members conducting transplant-related research in transplant centres or Universities with a track record in transplantation research and have appropriate supervision. 

The application process is competitive, and a committee will review all applications. 

For the QUOD award, the number of samples requested from QUOD will be to a maximum of £3500 and a minimum of £2000. Please review the rules, criteria, and conditions before applying. 

Further details and application forms are available below, and on the QUOD and BTS websites quod.org.uk/bts-innovation-competition-2026 and www.bts.org.uk or by emailing quod-research@nds.ox.ac.uk. The closing date for applications is 5PM on Friday 30th January.




*An Early Career Researcher is a research assistant, fellow, pre- or post-doctoral researcher from a clinical, science or AHP background, but not a PI or group leader






Live Life Give Life - QUOD - BTS Partnership
 Innovation Competition 

About the Fund
 
Live Life Give Life (LLGL) is offering two pump-priming awards of up to £3500 to research scientists, clinicians, nurses and allied health professionals (AHPs) wishing to enhance or develop a hypothesis driven research project or for a new pilot study, in the fields of donation and transplantation, in a UK-based research institute or University. LLGL is particularly interested in projects using AI in conjunction with biobank samples and in projects involving AHPs.

Pump-priming fund

Applicants should be working in the UK, either in a transplant centre or University and be part of a team/unit involved in research within the fields of donation and transplantation. Applicants should be early career researchers*, be part of a larger research team, and will require support from the research lead and/or head of department. In all cases, the project should be designed to improve patient outcomes (in the broadest terms) or have a clear line of sight to the clinic. Each application will be judged on the excellence of the applicant and project, together with the importance, quality, and relevance of the work.

Applicants must be BTS members – click here for information about BTS membership and application form.

*An Early Career Researcher is a research assistant, fellow, pre- or post-doctoral researcher from a clinical, science or AHP background, but not a PI or group leader.


Guidelines for completing the application:

· Only one application per person/team, per funding round (although different teams within the same institute can apply).
· For the QUOD award, applicants should indicate in the application form what samples are required (see quod.org.uk/access-samples/ for further details on sample types available) and how they will be used.
· Application forms must be accompanied with the following documents:

1. Letter of support from your Head of Department/home institution.
2. Curriculum vitae (note: a brief CV of no more than 2-sides of A4)

· For the QUOD award, the samples must be requested from QUOD within six months of the funding being awarded.
· Applications will be considered from early career researchers*, specializing (or training) in transplant medicine or surgery, nurses in transplant-related specialties, or AHPs attached to transplant centres in a multidisciplinary research setting.
· If possible, please submit the application as a single PDF file.
· Incomplete applications will not be considered.
· To submit your application, please email the completed application form, along with supporting documents, to quod-research@nds.ox.ac.uk 
· There are two stages to the application process: 

1. All applications will be reviewed by a committee and up to 4 applications for each award will be shortlisted 
2. Shortlisted applicants will present their projects in front of a judging panel at the BTS Congress in Llandudno on Thursday 5th March 2026. The winners will be announced and presented with their awards at the Congress Gala dinner on the same evening.

· The closing date for applications is 5PM on Friday 30th January


Conditions of the Pump-priming fund

1. Applications will be considered and judged by a committee which includes Trustees at LLGL.
2. There is no appeal process for unsuccessful applications. 
3. If you are unable to attend and present at the BTS Congress 2026, your application will be withdrawn from the competition. 
4. If, for any reason, you do not carry out your work or it is delayed beyond 6 months of the award, please email quod-research@nds.ox.ac.uk. 
5. Project applications for QUOD samples from the successful applicants will undergo the standard QUOD Access Process, including review by the QUOD Steering Committee, and are subject to MTA and the standard QUOD terms and conditions. QUOD will provide support to the awardees with donor, sample and data selection. 
6. Award winners will be asked to provide a report of their research to the LLGL Trustees.






Live Life Give Life - QUOD - BTS Partnership
Innovation Competition – Application Form


Applicant name: 

BTS membership number:

Current position:

Institute address: 

Telephone: 

Email:


Please provide the following materials:

· Research Proposal (please complete the application form)

· A copy of CV (please attach a copy of your CV, 2 pages max.)

· A letter of support (please attach a letter confirming support from your Head of Group/Department, which should include commitment to provide ongoing mentor support if the candidate is successful, to ensure a fulfilling and successful project.)


 






Live Life Give Life - QUOD - BTS Partnership
Innovation Competition – Request for Support

To be completed in Arial 11pt - Please expand as necessary up to a maximum of 3 pages


	Which award are you applying for?  Delete as appropriate
	QUOD Impact Award
	Open Discovery Award

	Project title

	



	Lay summary (max 250 words)
Avoid the use of jargon and explain any technical terms that must be included.

	

	Project overview, aims and objectives
What are the key questions that you wish to answer in your program of research and (if applicable) how / why QUOD samples are important?

	
Overview:

Objectives: 

Aims: 

	Impact and influence (within and beyond academia)
Describe how the proposed research will contribute to knowledge, within the UK and globally. Who will benefit from the outputs of this research? 
How will you disseminate your results? (This may involve co-production of knowledge/implementation of knowledge with the business sector, public sector, civil society sector or the wider community)

	

	Experience and skills
Summarize how your experience and skills are appropriate for this proposed project (including the use of QUOD samples if applicable). 

	






	Project development and career intentions
Describe how, if awarded, this fund would enable your long-term research/career goals. 

	

	Research environment
Describe the appropriateness of the Host institute or team where the work proposed will be carried out.

	

	QUOD samples (leave blank for non-QUOD award) 
Describe/indicate the number of samples required and the approximate costs (refer to the QUOD Access Requirements at quod.org.uk/access-samples/ or contact quod-research@nds.ox.ac.uk for further info) – leave blank for non-QUOD award
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